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NEWSNOTES 
VSI News 
The biannual meeting of the Vincentian Studies Institute 
took place at Damascus House, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
March 5-7, 1987. There were some personnel changes. Sister 
Frances Ryan was elected to the executive committee, replac-
ing Sister Hilda Maginnis. Father Frederick Easterly, a 
founder-member of the VSI, has resigned. His replacement 
has not yet been named. Sister Martha Beaudoin has replaced 
Sister Mary Basil Roarke and Sister Marjorie Ann Baez has 
replaced Sister Hilda Maginnis. The Vincentian Studies Insti-
tute wishes to recognize the work and dedication of its 
departing members and to extend a welcome to the new. 
Plans were laid for drawing up a comprehensive index to the 
Vincentian Heritage. 
The American Vincentians: A Popular History of the Congre-
gation of the Mission in the United States, 1815-1987, the VSI's 
history of the Vincentian Community in the United States, is 
now completed. The editorial staff is in the process of contact-
ing various publishers and printing companies. No final date 
for publication has been set. 
The VSI would like to renew its invitation to its subscribers 
to send in brief newsnotes containing their reflections, medi-
tations, or observations on matters pertinent to the Vincen-
tian heritage, whether they be historical or spiritual. Submis-
sions that are thought to have appeal to the readership of 
Vincentian Heritage will be published in the Newsnotes 
column. 
For The Record 
In Vincentian Heritage, vol.5, no. 2, in the first footnote to 
the article The Charitable Endeavors of Archbishop John 
Joseph Lynch, C.M.", reference is made to the archbishop's 
having been one of th original founders of the Irish Vincen 
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tian Community. The note confuses John Lynch, C.M., with 
James Lynch, who was also later a bishop. 
Books and Articles 
Melville, Annabelle M., Louis William DuBourg: Bishop of 
Louisiana and the Floridas, Bishop of Montauban, and Archbi-
shop of Besancon, 1766-1833 (Chicago: Loyola University 
Press, 1986), 2 vols. Pp. 5289 568. $34.95 (volumes not sold 
separately). The long-awaited biography of the noted Sulpi-
cian bishop who was responsible for bringing the Congrega-
tion of the Mission to the United States. 
Poole, Stafford, C.M., and Slawson, Douglas, C.M., Church 
and Slave in Perry County, Missouri, 1818-1865: Studies in 
American Religion, volume 22, (Lewiston, New York, 1986). 
Pp. 251. Maps and charts. $49.95. A detailed study of the 
slaveholding patterns of the locale in which Saint Mary's 
Seminary, the first American Vincentian foundation and 
motherhouse, was established. Special emphasis is placed on 
slaveholding by the seminary and the Vincentian Community. 
Available from Edwin Mellen Press, 240 Portage Road, Lewis-
ton, New York 10492. 
Dela Goza, Rolando S., C.M., and Cavanna, Jesus Maria, 
C.M., Vincentians in the Philippines 1862-1 982 (Manila, 1985). 
Pp. 655. Appendices and illustrations. A comprehensive 
review of the history of the Congregation of the Mission in the 
Philipines. Inquiries should be directed to P.O. B. 2013, 
Manila. 
Sohier, A., Un an d'activité du Père Lebbe: 1926. Introduc-
tion and annotations by Cl. Soetens (Recueil des Archives 
Vincent Lebbe, Vol. 4. Cahiers de la Revue Thologique de 
Louvain, no. 12.) (Louvain-le-Neuve: Publications de la 
Facult de Théologie, 1984.) Pp. xix, 321. This is part of the 
ongoing series of documentary publications concerning the 
life and missionary activity of Vincent Lebbe, controversial 
Vincentian missionary to China. 
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Breslin, Thomas A., China, American Catholicism, and the 
Missionary (University Park: Pennsylvania State University 
Press, 1980) Pp. 144. A study of American Catholic mission-
ary activity in China from 1918 until 1949. It contains 
references, not always complimentary, to the work of the 
American Vincentian Community. 
Leonard R. Riforgiato, Bishop Timon, Buffalo, and Civil 
War," Catholic Historical Review 73, no. 1 (January 1987): 
62-80. A study of the activities of John Timon, C.M., first 
bishop of Buffalo, during the Civil War. Timon was actively 
pro-Union, despite his initial suspicions of the Republican 
administration in Washington. Professor Riforgiato is the 
author of John Timon and The Succession to the See of 
Baltimore in 1851", Vincentian Heritage 8, no. 1 (1987): 
27-42. 
MEG VIS 
MEGVIS (Central European Vincentian Studies Group) 
publishes a regular newsletter, primarily for a German-
speaking readership. The issue of 26 May 1986 was devoted to 
reports and papers from the Assembly of Vincentian Societies 
that was held in Innsbruck, Austria, April 9-10, 1986. The 
predominant theme was the renewed constitutions of the 
Double Family of Saint Vincent and their application to 
modern life. The issue of September 20, 1986, contains an 
article on The Pedagogy of Saint Vincent de Paul" by Sister 
M. Gertraud Egg, based on her 1985 dissertation at Innsbruck. 
There was also a continuing bibliography of German works 
pertaining to Saint Vincent de Paul. 
Was Franz Liszt a Vincentian? 
The famed composer and pianist Franz Liszt (1811-1886) 
was in most ways a typical romantic of the nineteenth century. 
His earlier life, which saw him father three illegitimate child 
ren, was anything but religious. In the 1860s, however, he 
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underwent a change and in 1865 moved to Rome. There he 
received tonsure on April 25 and the other three minor orders 
a few months later. Henceforth he wore a cassock and was 
known as the Abbe Liszt. There are sources that amply 
demonstrate that he made his retreat in preparation for 
tonsure at Monte Citorio, the motherhouse of the Roman 
Vincentian Province. The house archives, however, contain 
no reference to him. Because of his association with Monte 
Citorio, the rumor circulated that he had joined the Vincen-
tian Community. In the December, 1986, issue of the MEG. 
VIS review, Father Otto Schnelle, the provincial emeritus of 
the German Vincentian Province, demonstrates that the 
rumor was false. 
A New Patriarch for Catholic Copts 
Annales Vincentiennes du Proche-Orient is a review pub-
lished, when circumstances permit, by the Vincentian Com-
munity in Lebanon and other parts of the Near East. The issue 
for Christmas, 1986, contains articles on the new Catholic 
Patriarch of the Copts, Stephanos II, our confere Andraos 
Ghattas who took the name Stephanos to honor his predeces-
sor. 
Soup for a Hundred 
In a now dated work, St. Vincent de Paul: Model of Men of 
Action, by Rev. J.B. Boudignon (Saint Louis, n.d., translated 
by Patrick Finney, C.M.), pp.  382-83, there is reprinted a 
recipe for preparing soup for a hundred poor people that 
supposedly came from Saint Vincent de Paul himself. Alas, 
the author gives no source for this attribution. The recipe, 
however, is not without interest. 
Fill with water a caldron or kettle holding about 
five pailfuls, into this put about twenty-five pounds 
of bread cut in pieces, then on days not of absti-
nence seven quarts of butter, a quarter of a bushel 
of peas or beans, with herbs, or half a bushel of 
turnips or cabbage, leeks or onions, or other vegeta-
bles suitable for soup, and then add salt in propor 
tion, about seven pennies worth. All this cooked 
together will suffice for a hundred persons and 
should be dispensed to them with a soup ladle 
holding about a porringer full, which may be consi-
dered one portion, and as many portions should be 
given to each family as there are persons to be fed. 
This soup can be provided at the cost of a cent per 
person, even during the present year, when wheat 
is very dear. . . . The method may be modified in 
accordance with the variety of products supplied by 
different regions. In some localities instead of 
renderings of fat, and vegetables, certain meats 
such as beef, mutton, or veal may be used without 
increasing the cost. 
Bon Apptit! 
It is not the religious order that makes saints. It is the care 
its members take to become perfect." 
Saint Vincent de Paul 
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